WILLS POINT MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND

RECOMMENDED BAND INSTRUMENT LIST

We have compiled a list of brands to help parents make an informed choice when purchasing an instrument for his/her child.   These brands and models are design well, are proven to be very durable, have a high resale value and are easy to get repaired and to get parts for.  We will not accept instruments that are not traditional colored band instruments.  If you have a question about that consult a director.

Flutes 

The better instruments will come with a solid silver head joint, a low B foot joint and will be open hole models.  You may purchase or rent a closed hole flute but it will need to be replaced in the 8th grade in order to keep up with the class.  The “offset G” option is usually the same price as the “inline G” models.  The difference is the “offset G” models are sometimes better for small hands.

Brand- Armstrong    Model – 104, 105ELTD  Brand- Yamaha Models– YFL221, YFL200AD, YFL281 

Brand – Emerson EF1          Brand – Jupiter JFL-507RS, 507RSO  

Brand- Gemeinhardt    Models – 2SP, 22SP, 2NP, 3SH, 3SHB 3OSG, 3OB, 3B

Brand- Pearl  
Models – 505E, 505RE, 505RB, 505RBE, 505R

Clarinets

The wood clarinets are better instruments.  They have proven to be more durable, make a better sound, and have higher resale value.   There are some plastic instruments that are OK to start with but these should be replaced by 7th grade in order to keep up with the class.  We also would like clarinet players to use the Vandoren B-40-lyre mouthpiece. 

Plastic models

Brand- Buffet    Model – B10, B12   Brand- Yamaha    Model – YCL 20, YCL250 

Brand- Vito    Model – 7214P

Wood models

Brand- Buffet or Schrieber  Model – E11            Brand- Yamaha    Model – YCL 450, YCL650 

Brand- Leblanc/Normandy   Model – 4           Brand- Selmer CL200/201, CL301

Trumpets
Brand- Bach   Model –  TR300TH   Brand- Yamaha    Model – YTR2335TH, YTR 200 AD 

Brand- King   Model – 601    Brand- Getzen   Model – 390 Brand- Jupiter   Model – JTR-600ML

Trombones
A Straight Tenor Trombone is good to start a beginner on.  The F-attachment Tenor Trombone is a little heavier and has a trigger to allow students to play faster passages of music.  Students may start on the F-attachment if the parents want to make the investment.   Most students will need to step-up to the F-attachment in 8th or 9th grade in order to keep up with the more difficult music.

Straight Tenor

Brand- Bach   Model – 36, 42              Brand- Yamaha    Model – YSL354 A, 200 AD

Brand- Holton   Model – TR602          Brand- King   Model – any model

F-Attachment Tenor Trombone

Brand- Bach 42B        Brand- Benge        Brand- Holton   Model – TR602   

Brand- Jupiter – Model JSL –538L
