6th Grade Percussion Class

Objective:  The goal of beginning percussion class is to introduce students to reading and performing multiple percussion instruments.  By the end of their first year, students will have learned the fundamentals of snare drum, mallet keyboard instruments, timpani, and various other accessory percussion instruments.  This class will also interact with the other 6th grade instrument classes and perform 3 concerts as a full band ensemble.  The main goal of this class is to prepare the students to be productive contributing members of the musical ensembles in the junior high and high school by providing them with the basic and fundaments skills of reading and performing on all of the standard percussion instruments.
Requirements:  All students are required to have the materials listed in the next section of this sheet.  Students are also required to have a keyboard at home to practice on, or stay before or after school two days a week for at least 30 minutes each day to practice on a keyboard instrument.  This will be monitored by a band director.  A small practice marimba can be rented from McKay’s Music for about $80 per month.  Also, if the student cannot stay before or after school because they ride the bus, a bell kit may be assigned out for them to take home for the school year.

Materials: These are the items that the students must have with them EVERY DAY by the second week of school.

-Mallet bag (SB3IP) Innovative Percussion

-Snare drum sticks (IP1) Innovative Percussion
-Marimba mallets (IP2005) Innovative Percussion James Ancona

-Xylophone mallets (IP904) Innovative Percussion James Ross

-Timpani mallets (IPGT3) Innovative Percussion

-Practice Pad (HH Exacto) Vic Firth

-Metronome- any brand

-Fresh Approach to Snare Drum by Mark Wessels

-Fresh Approach to Mallets by Mark Wessels

-A three ring binder with protector sheets for music and a pencil

All of the sticks, mallets, bag, metronome, and pad can be bought through McKay’s Music.  They have a payment plan set up for all of these items sold as a complete easy package.  If you choose to buy them separately, at a slightly lower cost, another option is to order through Lonestar Percussion.  Order on line at www.lonestarpercussion.com or visit their store at 10611 Control Place in Dallas, TX 75238.  They also will have all of the required materials put together in one package if you tell them you have a Wills Point beginner student.  The two books will be purchased during the first week of school.  They are $15 each for a total of $30.

If you have already purchased materials through Mckay’s, we will hand them out at the beginning of the second week of the school year when we start playing in class.

